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'I was forced to marry at 1 5, and had tov2/
take a voodoo oatfajto make me faithful'
Benedicta Attoh was born into extreme poverty in Nigeria tf^BBBBBBBBBiinl97o.Atagels,shebecamea'childbride'whenber .^pBBBBBBBBBBBBk, K/Pfl 1 /-VP^r-i""! H HIT X J^TO

father arranged for Benedicta to marry a man 25 years ' uvc;l ' ■*- J™ 1 <->IU yil 13 aIC
her senior. Impoverished parentsin developing countries BBBBBBBBBBBBBBi '■■■■■■■■■■■■■ll ovnnrfn^ +/-> m , m ,
sometimesgiveawaytheiryoungdaughtersinreturnfor ABBBHBMBBBBBBBf tT'^r"'^-*- LtrU \Xj IllCliiyheftydowriesandthepromiseofabetterllfe. flBBBBBB?BBBBBBB^^There is also a longstanding tribal custom in some countries in ,BBBB&^BBBBBBB| B^B^BK BaVaVaVaVaHl • Mon than 100 million • Babies born to adolescentwhich young daughters are forced into early marriages to keep faBBBBK^^^BBBBHH girls under 18. some as girts have a 50pc higherthem from promiscuity, and it creates enormous risks for the BBBBBBBBf ) Vt^k^kWkIkWU^MWS young as U are expected to rharKe of dying beforeyoung girMsee pond) fBBBBBBBBBBBBftr *^BBB?^^BBW Hi marry over the ne^rt decade, their first birthday than9^'''-^?'^'"' 0 "* 1 ™'''^^''?"" 0 BbV^^^R A^BT ill babies born to women Inyears but tot was not v*t^,K own immense difficulties. 'l^BBBBB^B^BH'' t^K... 488 •Young mothers are much their2os.

TodayshelivesinDundalkwithhersecondhusDandandtwo __I_-BB|B^MBBr S^lal: mow likely to suffer from
children, and works as a director of the Africa Centre,and as BBBBBBBBBT 4'dHB complications doe to early • Worfdwlda,young
developmentandiwarenessofficeroftheNationalConsultative

ea5>>x.^1.....»i tkiHß childbirth, such as obstetric wo™n<lM4years)arel.6Committee on Racism and Integration. VBBBBBBBBE^BBBBB__^S*S*S*S^S^S>L-39H fistula. Some two millon times as likely as young men
SheisnowworkingwithPtanlrelandonanewcampaign JBBBBBBBBBfc to wnss<«__ women Hv. with this chronk to be HIV positive.

entrlled'BecauselAmAGirl'.whKharguesthatthefailureto - vBSsrcHaBBBI condition which ruins theireducate girts is putting them at risk and is costing the world's „ jBBBBBBBBB?^ BBBBBHHaL avCavHHlL™9aßl "v**- See www plan
poorestcountries billions a year in lost income. IvjbsbbHlßßjwßHV'' BBawBBBBp* ffVsWaQBBIBS
BonodicU tolls her Story to Dedatl Cashin. _, "'TSsSjHjBJBf'J jf jt 1^ > Jrn^^B^PJr was only allowed to bring course in the polytechnic and

' fjt *!1 ' " j|HAiT, F j . M i JE BBBBflt^BjIJKSKS^HBBBi v\ the night-dress 1 was wear- was in university studying edu-

I. .„,„ „„ L . }M ' J** lJ V,X#£ BBBBBS&y V ingthatday. cation,
was born into a family of 11, Within two weeks,my dowry ±M Jg « ■ JT#j BBBIBW^iBBBBBBBY '< My father wasn't mad My mother and sister helpedliving In a two-room house was paid, which was notablg gjfc, jj|P -■ * M MiM,BB^S£^BBBBBBBjL\ when I returned because metolookaftermyson.Atuni:nghtintheNigerDeltii.lt amount. My father was look- fl|i^^__ Icl9» a «i; «Ljf JFkBBSHBF WBBBBBBBBK. all the good that had been versify I met a lovely new manwasjustafertheNigerianCavil mg more atthe long term ben- «&$£ JB? » , 9tf sV^BF HvHB&> jHB^BWVjIBl Promised through the mar- and we eventually got marriedWar,and life was very difficult efltsforthefamily.Fortunately BBBBY JSW JP^ !. ■># BftHSfXafrBBBBT \K3P nage never materialised, in 1992 (officiated by an Irish

for millions of Nigerians My there was no church marriage 8888M t BBft i= r 1 ' ' jBBMTjaKI KBBj£?t*i^BBK _3kmk\ He accepted me back,but I priest). I always knew that if 1
parents were very poor and had because this man wasn't BBBBBj>«BBK -fV . i dBBBYiBFQBBBBBBkJBBBF"^i»^«i didn't speak to him for the were to leave Nigeria I would .little education. divorced from his first wife BBBBV . BBS, , ..W ,a^.^jhi^BBBV<BI til BBBBBBIBBBK t jl next three years. I felt he come to Ireland, because I'd

My African name, At 15, I inherited two chil- ■■BBW %3flBB^- '^&JS!r^i£Bili&BB •<•' ■ had mortgaged my happi- had such wonderful experiences
Omonegho means a child is dren, then aged three and five. ness. We eventually recon- with Irish missionaries.
more valuable than wealth. I Soon after his first wife indicat- BBBB**^»9BBBBBflC&SLVBBwti3¥MflBBBBBBBBMn cited 1 realised he did it out
was baptised at 13 by an Irish ed that she wanted to return. BBB^y||B^BBBBjHHBM^^^^^^^^HBR,RB^^^I3^BBBBBBBBI of ignorance and greed, but \ A /c arrived here in 2000. 'pnest who gave me the name My husband allowed her to BBH^|BBBBBBB^^^^^lB^BBBBBBBBBBlBnH9^|BBBBBBBBBB also out of love. He didn't \/\/rvecometoknowthatBenedicta and I stuck with move back in to the family BBE, „ JIBBP^^^ VBBfl^BBB^B^B^B BJ.^&irWriaBBBBBBBBBl want me to sulfer in life. VV the Irish people arethat Iras also later confinTOi home and I became the 'sec- ■BK&j||p>V r UMBBBBBBBBBBBB] WC«giSBaBBBBBBBBBBl Istill had the voodoo oath very welcoming and generous,

I^SSftionau bright "nehoifse ° >^^^ h V%a^BBBBBBBB^O pW^MVK^BBBBBBBBB| over nwheail UrteDiiyhul but there Is a small percentage ■

child, and by age 15 Iwas fin- Ibecame pregnant, but there !it<i«^PXi?ts7iii^B^B^B^BI ha.uiT'i Uak^h "Lt" offof of'rny '£*rn'OTd?tXKiayare
ished school. My results were was a lot of violence in the ,^^(flBBBBBBBBJBBBBBBBBBBBBBBSar.^i^b?^n^fe9s9BBSBSBl me . Eventually he agreed, Irish and my daughter, who wasJWSJJ* butumvemity wasn't rdationship. Because i.f that, I j^^^^BSB^BBBBBBI but it meant having to eat born here, has Irish godpar-

This man came along who space of time I got pregnant was a nightmare. '"iVe been working in thewas very wealthy. I was 15; he again^^and had my son on the BBBbBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBSSSS &■ ' A '- T' '^SBBBr^liMBBBl It was about eight months untarv sector here for a longwas 40. His first wife had left day of my 17th birthday. BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB^^Zr™^"^^"^^ later when my husband said time, fhatswhy Iwas invited to
him with two children. Appar- 88888888888888888888888888888888881 Starting oven Benedicts Attoh, he wanted access to our son. I bepartoftbe'BecauselAmA
entlyhecametoseekmyhand X Ay ex-husband was him- ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I a former child bride at 15, now reluctantly agreed but it was a Girl' campaign with Plan Ire-
lnmamage through an uncle of I W I self a medical doctor, ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I lives in Dundalk with her trick. He barred me from seeing land. 1 believe my experience
mine. My father thought he had I V Ibut he believed in ■mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmHsecond husband and two my son. 1 couldn't bring him to shows there is light at the end
found someone who would voodoo,and sought protection ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ children. Picture by Tom Conachy. courtasitfavoursthemenand of the tunnel for girls andmake him rich and make all from witch doctors. Part of the ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■1 Above, images from FWs we didn't have the money any- women in similar situations,our lives better. voodoo oath Ihad to take when 'Because rm A Sri' campaign way. I sponsor a girl in Burkina

My dad threatened me and we got married was that Iwould Ididn't see my son for a long Faso,and will do so until she is
pressured me into doing it I neverhaveanythingtodowith Just before my son was born, later, my ex-husband said I Ididn'tknowhowtolookafter intellectually. I had nothing. I time. When he was four years 18. 1 support 10 girls in Nigeria
was a very naive 15-year-old. I another man, and if I ever did, my ex-husband beat me and could return to the home, so I myson. had a better vision for myself, old, my ex-husband brought —I call them my 'dreamgirls' I
obeyed my father's wishes then I would die. The process sent me home to my parents did. Ihad initially been accepted and I told my ex-husband that him back,saying that my son's have become a liberated, inde-
becauseofmyfamilysituation, involved me eating a live chick- because I had corrected his My mother wasn't allowed to study an education course I wanted better for me and my life was no longer safe in his pendent woman because of
and also out of fear of what en heart, uncooked. It was so child from the first marriage tostaywithmetohelpmelook in our town, but my husband soitHegotmadandorderedhis house,whatever that meant I access to education. It gave me
might happen if 1 said no to unreal, and I genuinely feared for misbehaving. My son was after the baby, which is custom- wouldn't allow it. He didn't driver to take my son and me was so happy to have him back, hope and opportunities. I want
him. formylife. born in my own home. A week ary in Africa. Iwas so miserable, want me competing with him back to my parents' house. 1 Atthis stage Ihad finished a to do the same for them.
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